Essential Information for DASH / MARAC forms April 2014 


Essential information that all agencies should include on the DASH/MARAC referral form:
· Names and dates of birth for victim, alleged perpetrator, any children connected to the family and all relevant addresses; include any known aliases etc
· Ethnicity, disability (if any) gender and sexual orientation

· SAFE contact details for the victim, including the best time to call if the relationship is ongoing.  Where ever possible, provide an alternative contact, e.g. ‘safe’ friend/family member; you should also obtain the GP details, the main universal service that the IDVAS can contact if the victim does not engage or has an unplanned exit from the service
· CURRENT high risk issues:
· What happened? Ensure that you include a brief summary of the incident, e.g. “victim was struck in the face and about the body, the attack lasted for several minutes and at one stage they fell to the floor
· When did it happen? State the date of the incident if known, otherwise give a good approximation of when it occurred.  It is essential that the time frame is captured as it is a key factor in assessing imminent risk
· Where did it happen? Clarify, e.g. if at the home address, what room, did the perpetrator follow them into different rooms
· What were the circumstances? E.g. any triggers? Drugs/alcohol or victim intimating that they wanted to end the relationship?
· Where there any injuries? Please ensure that you clarify if medical attention required, explain that even if they don’t want to report to the Police that they can visit their GP/Walk in, to get the injuries logged; this is extremely useful in the event of future civil orders/Restraining Order/evidencing ‘bad character’ for pre-sentencing reports
· Was it reported to the police?

· WHERE THERE ANY CHILDREN/VULNERABLE ADULTS PRESENT? CONSULT LINE MANAGER or INTERNAL SAFEGUARDING PROCEDURES IMMEDIATELY, CONSIDER AN URGENT REFERRALTO SAFEGUARDING
· Is the victim engaging with your service, are there are barriers/additional issues that IDVAS/Police need to be aware of?
· Are there any drug/alcohol/mental health issues for either the victim or the alleged perpetrator – please give relevant and current details
· Are there any other services involved? Please advise of their contact details

· Are there any current urgent issues that you feel need to be addressed immediately, consider if you feel that a particular action is required by the police.  South Yorkshire Police admin can be contacted via secure email
 during normal working hours, Monday – Friday, 
· they can update the victim’s ‘Tag’
 with any new/relevant risk information.  Outside of these hours, consideration should be given to contacting the Police via 101 if you have information that you feel needs passing on so that the tag is up to date
Background information:

Please note that referrals to MARAC from non police agencies should also be referred to the IDVA service who then immediately forwards it to the Police Public Protection unit.  Relevant, up to date information about the risk level/issues is required in order that the police can update their own systems to ensure an appropriate response if, for example, the victim makes a 999 call.  The above information is also essential for both the police and the IDVA service in order that they have enough information to contact the victim and begin the process of further assessing the risk, which then feeds in to the safety planning and risk management process.  The IDVA service on 0114 2493920 will always attempt to offer assistance to other agencies but would remind them the initial responsibility for responding to risk lies with the agency that identified it.  An essential part of that responsibility is sharing appropriate and relevant information with the Police, the IDVAS service, and other relevant agencies, e.g. Children’s Services.
Please also note that MARAC referrals, where ever possible, should be typed and sent via secure email; please be aware that handwritten copies can be very difficult to read, particularly if they have been faxed. If any agencies/individuals need information about signing up to the CJSM secure email system, the IDVA Service is happy to offer advice.  The latest version of the form and extensive guidelines can be downloaded from the Sheffield DACT website: www.sheffielddact.org.uk. It is in the Domestic abuse section, resources and then DASH and MARAC information and forms.
� � HYPERLINK "mailto:CRU_DomesticAbuseAdmin@southyorks.pnn.police.uk.cjsm.net" �CRU_DomesticAbuseAdmin@southyorks.pnn.police.uk.cjsm.net� – for any domestic abuse related alerts that are NOT HIGH.  Note that there is an underscore between CRU and Domestic


� The Police Tag is an alert and information system that enables call handlers and Police officers to manage and assess any call relating to the victim; it will inform their response, how urgent that should be, and any follow up action that may be required.  The Tag holds information about the victim and the alleged offender, including dates of birth, any known aliases, convictions, risk levels etc; it also contains information about children linked to the family
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